FEREETE

Read Through The Bible In A Year ( September )

Now this is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to
your ways. You have planted much, but have harvested little. You eat,
but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put
on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a

purse with holes in it.” —Haggai 1:5-6

DATE TEXT

[ ]Sept. 1 Ezek #&.43-45

[]Sept. 2 Ezek %5. 46-48

[ ]Sept.3 Ezek 4%.29:17-21; Dan {B. 4; Jer BB. 52:31-34;

2 Kings £ 25:27-30; Ps 5. 44

[ ]Sept. 4 Pss &F. 74; 79-80; 89

[ 1Sept.5 Pss &F. 85; 102; 106; 123; 137

[ ]Sept. 6 Dan 8. 7-8;5

[ ]Sept. 7 Dan{E.9; 6

[ ]Sept. 8 2 Chron {4 T. 36:22-23; Ezra fi7 1:1-4:5
[ ]Sept. 9 Dan 8. 10-12

[ ] Sept. 10 Ezra $I 4:6-6:13; Haggai &%=
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Zach YI. 1-6

Zach . 7-8; Ezra 6:14-22; Ps. 78

Pss #F. 107; 116; 118
Pss #F. 125-126; 128-129; 132; 147; 149

Zach Y. 9-14

Esther #7 1-4
Esther & 5-10

Ezra I 7-8

Ezra $I 9-10

Neh JB. 1-5

Neh JB. 6-7

Neh J&.8-10

Neh Jg&. 11-13

Malachi ¥E$ELE

1 Chron £ . 1-2

1 Chron £ . 3-5

1 Chron {t .6

1 Chron ft . 7:1-8:27
1 Chron f{ . 8:28-9:44
John %5 1:1-18; Mark 7] 1:1; Luke & 1:1-4; 2:23-38; Matt X.
1:1-17



HAGGAI
Author: Haggai
Date: 520 B.C.

Background: Haggai (whose name means “my feast”) was the first prophetic
voice to be heard after the Babylonian exile. He was a contemporary of Zechariah (and
of Confucius), and his ministry was to call the people to finish the temple, whose
completion had been delayed for fifteen years. Haggai likely returned to Jerusalem
from Babylon with Zerubbabel.

Overview: In 520 B.C., Haggai proclaimed four messages to the people who had
returned to Jerusalem from Babylon. The first rebuked them for paneling their own
houses while Yahweh’s temple remained a ruin. Yahweh Almighty would withhold
blessing until they honored His presence, he told them. Within the month, they began
the work.

In the second message, a month later, Yahweh promised to restore His glory to the
temple, to restore the line of David (in Zerubbabel the governor), and to restore the
priesthood (in Joshua/Jeshua the high priest).

The third message paralleled the first, urging Israel to remember the contrast
between the lack of blessing from the people’s failure to work on the temple and
fullness of blessing from their obedience.

The fourth paralleled the second. It proclaimed that God had maintained
faithfulness to His covenant with David by preserving His descendants, through
Zerubbabel, to rule His people.

ZECHARIAH
Author: Zechariah
Date: 520-518 B.C.

Background: Zechariah’s father, Berechiah, probably died when his son was
young, making Zechariah the immediate successor of his grandfather, Iddo (Nehemiah
12:4). lddo was a priest who returned from Babylon with Zerubbabel and Joshua. He
was, according to tradition, a member of the Great Synagogue (the governing body of
the Jews before the Sanhedrin).

Overview: Zechariah’s prophecies began between Haggai’s second and third
messages. They paralleled the content with eight symbolic visions of restoration and

judgment (chapters 1-6). As in Haggai, Zechariah emphasized God’s re-establishment
of His people, His king, and His priests. But Zechariah also exposed the human and
spiritual enemies to God and His people and announced their judgment.

Four years later, Zechariah proclaimed Yahweh’s rebuke: The people had fasted
because they felt sorry for themselves. Yahweh demanded joyful worship and social
justice in His restored community. The two undated oracles that complete the book are
among the most quoted messianic passages of the Old Testament.

ESTHER Author: Uncertain
Date: Circa 465 B.C.

Background: The events of this book cover a ten-year portion (483-473) of the
reign of Xerxes (486—465). Ahasuerus is the Hebrew form of his name. The events
take place between those recorded in the sixth and seventh chapters of Ezra.

Overview: As in Ruth, the whole book portrays God as sovereignly interacting in
the history of His people. Unlike Ruth, a Moabite in the land of Israel, Esther is an
Israelite outside the homeland. Also unlike Ruth, which used the names of God (and of
other characters) to explain the events of the book, no name or title of God appears in
Esther. God’s actions, however, are strongly implied by the many “coincidences” and
unusual timing of events. More than any other book of the Bible, Esther describes
God’s dealings with His people just as we experience them today. We do not see God
or hear His voice, but we see His hand in all things, great and small.

EZRA AND NEHEMIAH Authors: Ezra and Nehemiah
Date: Ezra was written between 450 and 444 B.C.
Nehemiah was written between 445 and 425 B.C.

Background: These books record the fulfillment of God’s promise to restore Israel
to her land after the seventy years of captivity in Babylon (Jeremiah 25:11). This was
accomplished through the help of three Persian kings (Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes)
as well as Jewish leaders such as Zerubbabel, Joshua, Haggai, Zechariah, and Ezra.
Cyrus overthrew Babylon in October of 539, and in accord with his policy of
encouraging subject people to return to their homelands, he issued a decree in 538
allowing the Jews to do the same. About 50,000 Israelites did return under the
leadership of Zerubbabel, and the foundation of the temple was laid, although it was



not completed until 515 during the reign of Darius.

Overview: The second half of Ezra and the Book of Nehemiah cover how the
Jewish leaders direct the rebuilding of the temple, Both books deal with intermarriages
with surrounding peoples; Ezra and Nehemiah confront the Israelites about their
breach of covenant with Yahweh. Nehemiah further condemns complacent and wicked
practices of the priesthood and breaches of the Sabbath.

Most of Nehemiah, however, is concerned with the rebuilding of Jerusalem’s wall,

done against incredible odds. Nehemiah’s commitment to God, his fearless devotion to
the protection and purity of God’s people, and his personal and prayerful writing style
make this book exhilarating and humbling to read.

MALACHI Author: Malachi
Date: 450-400 B.C.

Background: Malachi ministered approximately one hundred years after the
return of the Jews to Palestine. The city of Jerusalem and the second temple had been
rebuilt, but initial enthusiasm had worn off. Following a period of revival under
Nehemiah, the people and priests had backslidden and become mechanical in their
observance of the law. Though lax in their worship (1:7) and delinquent in their tithing
(3:8), they could not understand why God was dissatisfied with them.

Overview: Some scholars believe that Malachi’s prophecies are not conclusively
dated, and that they may even be anonymous, as Malachi means “my messenger” (2:7;
3:1). Malachi also sounds somewhat like a preexilic prophet, for he proclaims
judgment more than hope.

In dialogue fashion, Yahweh contends that His people have not returned His love
or honored His holy presence in their marriages, worship, and tithes. Thus, as in the
days of Joel, the day of Yahweh and the covenant messenger will bring the nation
judgment and purification, not joy and salvation. In this book, Old Testament history
closes with the expectation of Elijah and his message of restoration.
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