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See, he is puffed up; his desires are not upright— but the
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righteous will (ive by his faith. —Habakkuk 2:4
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JEREMIAH Author: Jeremiah

Date: 627-585 B.C.

Background: Jeremiah began his ministry under good King Josiah, but subsequent
kings and the people would oppose him. Sensitive and sympathetic by nature, Jeremiah
nevertheless was commanded by God to deliver a stern message of judgment.

Overview: Jeremiah’s ministry spanned the generation from King Josiah to the
Babylonian exile (627-580 B.C.). In contrast to the other prophets, he encouraged
Judah’s rulers and people to submit to Yahweh’s discipline and surrender to the
invading Babylonians. His life displays an incredible struggle and resilience—a
determination to serve God in spite of a difficult message, a resistant people, and a
lifestyle of pain and persecution.

Our last readings from Kings and Jeremiah are identical, and the final four verses
hold extreme significance. Both books are prophetic and judgmental in tone, yet both
emphasize that the kingdom of Judah has lasted as long as it has because of Yahweh’s
relationship with David (2 Samuel 7; compare 1 Kings 8:25). Though both books
move toward the exile of God’s chosen people, both end with Jehoiachin—the last
king of Judah—released from prison while in exile (2 Kings 25:27-30; Jeremiah
52:31-34). What does this mean? On the basis of the old covenant, God is righteously
judging His people. On the basis of the Davidic covenant, however, God has not
forgotten His king. Because God remains faithful to His word, His people can trust that
He will bring them back from exile (Jeremiah 25:8—-14).

NAHUM Author: Nahum

Date: 663-612 B.C.

Background: Nothing is known of Nahum (whose name means “consolation”)
except that he came from Elkosh, which was possibly Capernaum. His message against
Nineveh was given to Judah, since the northern kingdom, Israel, had already been
taken captive by the Assyrians.

Overview: Nahum and Habakkuk both prophesied in the last days of the southern
kingdom, also known as Judah. Nahum reveled in the well-deserved destruction of



Nineveh and the Assyrian Empire (612 B.C.) because of their cruelty to Israel and to
all the nations.

On the basis of Exodus 34:6—7a, God had forgiven the Ninevites in the days of
Jonah (Jonah 4:2). But now, on the basis of Exodus 34:7b, Yahweh would not leave
the guilty unpunished (Nahum 1:3)

HABAKKUK Author: Habakkuk

Date: 606—-604 B.C.

Background: Prophesying just before Nebuchadnezzar first invaded Judah in 605
B.C. (and took Daniel and others as captives to Babylon), Habakkuk was commissioned
to announced the Lord’s intention to punish Judah by the coming deportation into
Babylon. Jerusalem’s reigning king at that time, Jehoiakim, is described by the prophet
Jeremiah this way: “Your eyes and your heart are intent only upon your own dishonest
gain, and on shedding innocent blood, and on practicing oppression and extortion” (Jer.
22:17 NASB).

Overview: Habakkuk is best known for saying, “the just shall live by faith” (2:4
KJV). Those words are also quoted in Romans 1:17, Galatians 3:11, and Hebrews 10:37—
38. Habakkuk is also known for having a lot of questions. The prophet could not
understand how holy and righteous Yahweh could judge Judah with a more wicked
nation like Babylon. Yahweh replied that He would justly judge both His people and
their oppressors for their wickedness.

Through the course of this exchange, Habakkuk learned a lesson that is still
immensely important for us today: in difficult times, even when we fail to see the
evidence of God’s concern or control, the righteous person lives by faithfulness to God
and by trusting in God’s faithfulness.

DANIEL Author: Daniel

Date: 537 B.C.

Background: Though Daniel and others were taken as captives to Babylon (605
B.C.), Daniel’s godly insight earned him a place of prominence and responsibility in
Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom at Belshazzar’s feast (5:13) and later. His ministry, which
continued until the third year of Cyrus, was to testify, in his personal life and his
prophecies, to the power of God.

Overview: Daniel and his friends, who were exiled in Babylon, were blessed by
God for their continued faithfulness to Him and His covenant. God blessed them by
increasing their positions and preserving their lives (reminiscent of Joseph in Egypt).
Daniel’s ministry continued through the end of the Babylonian Empire and into the reign
of Persia. Like Mordecai and Esther, he never returned to the promised homeland.

Though the interpretation of the chronology of Daniel’s visions draws much
speculation and variance of opinion, we can rest confident in the point God is making—
His kingdom reigns supremely over all the kingdoms of mankind. We can also take to
heart the application: God rewards faithfulness to Him with life and righteousness. Some
are preserved alive through persecution, as were Daniel and his friends; others who die
in persecution are resurrected to everlasting life.

EZEKIEL Author: Ezekiel

Date: 592570 B.C.

Background: Born of a priestly family (1:3), Ezekiel—whose name means “God
strengthens”—spent his early years in Jerusalem, until he was taken with other hostages
by Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon in 597 B.C. There he settled in his own house in a village
near Nippur, along the river Kebar in Babylonia. Ezekiel prophesied for at least twenty-
two years (1:2 and 29:17-21). His wife died in 587 (24:16-18).

Overview: Ezekiel begins with not only a breathtaking revelation of God’s glory,
but also a heartrending vision of that glory departing from the temple in the midst of
God’s people. In his description of the restored temple, these events are reversed:
Ezekiel sees the glory return, never to depart (chapter 43). The last line of the book gives
a new name to Jerusalem: “The Lord [Yahweh] is there!”

Ezekiel bears many connections to the book of Revelation, including the
measuring and description of the city and temple (Ezekiel 40—48; Revelation 21), the
resident glory of God (Ezekiel 43:1-5; Revelation 21:22-27), the river from the temple
and the trees of healing (Ezekiel 47:1-12; Revelation 22:1-2), and the concepts behind
these quotes: “[ Yahweh] is there” (Ezekiel 48:35) and “The dwelling of God is with men,
and he will live with them” (Revelation 21:3).

In his preaching, Ezekiel proclaimed Yahweh’s holiness and glory. He also
emphasized the need to repent and to trust solely in Yahweh to restore the covenant, the
temple, and the glory after the exile. Ezekiel uses Adonay 219 times in his book—more



than all the historical and prophetic books combined—to demonstrate that Yahweh is
still in control, even though His people are in exile and His name is suffering shame. As
surely as He has judged His people, He will restore them and judge their enemies in due

time.

LAMENTATIONS Author: Jeremiah

Date: 586585 B.C.

Background: From 588 to 586 B.C., the Babylonian Jerusalem tightened, people
were starving, yet they continued to turn to idols for help. Finally, the walls were
breached; the city plundered; the temple, palace, and other buildings burned; and
prisoners deported to Babylon. Having witnessed these horrible events, Jeremiah
composed these laments.

Overview: Two books follow the fall of Jerusalem in 586 B.C.—Lamentations and
Obadiah. As the title indicates, Lamentations is a lament over the fall of Jerusalem. The
first four of its five chapters are acrostics: each verse begins with the successive letter
of the Hebrew alphabet. That may indicate the book was intended to be memorized so
as never to forget the reasons for and the pain of God’s judgment.

OBADIAH Author: Obadiah

Date: 841 or 586 B.C. The question of date relates to which battle against Jerusalem the
Edomites were associated with. There were four significant invasions of Jerusalem in
Old Testament times. Obadiah prophesied against Edom either in connection with the
second invasion (848—841) or the fourth (605-586).

Background: Descendants of Esau, Jacob’s twin, the Edomites were in constant
conflict with Israel, the descendants of Jacob. They rejected Moses’ request to pass
through their land (Numbers 20:14-20), they opposed King Saul (1 Samuel 14:47), they
fought against David (1 Kings 11:14—17), they opposed Solomon (1 Kings 11:14-25))
and Jehoshaphat (2 Chronicles 20:22), and rebelled against Jehoram (2 Chronicles 21:8).

Overview: Whereas Jeremiah responds to the fall of Jerusalem with mourning,
Obadiah anticipates God’s judgment on Edom for the violence of Esau’s descendants
against their brother Jacob in assisting the invading Babylonians to destroy and enslave
Judah. Edom’s destruction is seen as an example of the day of Yahweh—the day of the
Lord—which will bring judgment on all the enemies of the people of Yahweh.
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